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THE EVOLUTION OF TECHNOLOGY 
The Marquee™ ILC & Stage West 

 
July 6, 2005 - Dallas, TX - The beta-testing of lighting control software is a necessary industry 

standard.  It is a time when software developers can put their innovations to work in real-life 

applications in order to get all of the “kinks”  out before releasing the new software to the public.  With 

the help of Stage West Theatre Restaurant and All Suites Hotel in Ontario, Canada, and Horizon 

Control, Inc., Entertainment Technology recently completed a one-year software beta-testing of the 

Marquee™ ILC lighting control console and it is ready to take the stage. 

 
The Marquee™ ILC began its journey under the supervision of a project team that included Gordon 

Pearlman, Robert Bell, Alan Martello, Rick King, and Jim Laird.  When Robert Bell, product manager 

for Horizon Control, was given his latest task of beta-testing the newest software version, he looked to 

find the perfect participant.   

 
“ I needed someone who would take the time to write out notes, instead of simply blowing by potential 

problems,”  stated Bell.  “ I also looked for that real-world environment where the system could be 

operated by talented and knowledgeable technicians.  I found all of this at Stage West.”  

 
Located in Mississauga, Ontario, Stage West is an Equity, Las Vegas style, dinner theatre with 

approximately 500 performances per year, generally consisting of three musicals and two plays.  The 

productions are changed out every three months, with only a 3-day turnaround in between. 

 
“The venue was in need of a new console so this presented a nice opportunity to put some new cutting-

edge technology through its paces, in a very strenuous performance environment,”  said Stage West 
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technical director Al McMillian.  “We treat our gear very well, but it will certainly get a workout in this 

space.”   

 
So with the aid of McMillian, Bell set off to test the system as it had never been tested before.   

 
“ It was great to get the opportunity to do a full season of shows with such as quick turn-around,”  said 

Bell.  “ I was going to get to work with a great lighting designer, an Equity stage manager, a diversified 

rig with many different lights, real sets and real actors.  Changing every three months is the perfect 

cycle for a software development team.”  

 
With a Wi-Fi high-speed Internet connection, Bell was able to sit next to McMillian as he programmed 

each show.  On the Internet, Bell set up a live-chat with the remainder of the software development 

team in Pittsburgh, PA, and was able to make real-time updates to the desk through the Marquee™ ILC 

Ethernet connection. 

 
“ It was invaluable to be able to sit and watch the programmers do their work,”  Bell continued.  “One of 

the updates we did was a tweak to provide the ability to preview color palettes before committing them 

to a cue.  Al asked for it, and so we gave it to him.”  

 
“The tracking nature of the console was awesome, allowing fast updating to cues and it has a wealth of 

look masters available,”  stated McMillian.  “When they installed the multi-parting channel fade times 

within a cue, I was on the ceiling.  I could not believe the service and support that came with the 

console.  It was immediate.”  

 
The Marquee™ ILC beta-testing was off to a great start.  Bell and McMillian continued working 

through the 2004-2005 season, which included the productions of A Chorus Line, California Dreamin’ , 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat, and Anne of Green Gables.    
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As the season progressed the Marquee™ ILC proved it’s worth time and time again.  When the crew 

changed out the lighting rig to accommodate each new lighting design, the software allowed McMillian 

to copy attributes between the different automated fixtures, allowing looks programmed on one light to 

be easily transferred to another. 

 
“The console really started to ‘ rock’  with Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat,”  declared 

McMillian.  “The show was programmed about 50% faster than the first time we mounted the 

production, and 99% of the reason was the Marquee™ ILC.”    

 
“ It was perfect”  stated Bell “ the Marquee™ ILC gives the user a consistent experience regardless of 

what type of light that they are using.”    

 
After four productions of beta-testing were concluded, Stage West was hooked on the Marquee™ ILC.  

McMillian had grown attached to the desk with its many advantages and conveniences for a lighting 

designer, and he wanted one of his own.   

 
“We completely fell in love with the console and its software as the testing evolved,”  said McMillian.  

“ It’s robust and flexible.  I was so very happy with the console.  It’s been a great experience!”  

 
On Friday June 10, 2005, Stage West took possession of their very own Marquee™ ILC, with software 

version 2.1.  Ready to make its official Stage West debut, the Entertainment Technology lighting 

console will be guiding the lights as they prepare to open the final production of the 2004-05 season, 

The Rocky Horror Show, opening July 14, 2005. 

 
“On this show, the console will be handling a media server, multiple cue lists, a power point module 

and all the stage lighting as well,”  says McMillian.  “ I don©t think that ‘enter at your own risk’  will  
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apply to this production of The Rocky Horror Show, at least not on the lighting side.  I can’ t wait to start 

programming.”  

 
ABOUT ENTERTAINMENT TECHNOLOGY 
Entertainment Technology is the preeminent manufacturer of the patented IGBT-based dimming control products and state-
of-the-art lighting control systems.  Held by an exclusive North American patent, IGBT-based dimming allows lighting 
systems to operate at a maximum voltage level while emitting no ambient sound.  ET products are used in a variety of 
applications in the entertainment, commercial, educational, houses-of-worship, and convention service fields.  Dallas-based 
Entertainment Technology is a division of Genlyte Group, LLC (NASDAQ symbol – GLYT); partnered with Vari-Lite and 
Lightolier Controls.  For more information about Entertainment Technology visit www.etdimming.com. 
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